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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH and ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Our Mission: Learn God'’s Truth, Share Spirit’s Healing, Follow Jesus’ Ways.
ASH WEDNESDAY
Virtual Prayer and Preaching
February 18, 2026 7:00pm
+++++++++++++++++H++++++

The CHURCH'S GATHERING
GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY
Lord, + have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Almighty and ever-living
God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who
are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Leader and Savior, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

GOD’S WORD

READING: Genesis 2:4b, 7-9, 15-16 Common English Bible
This is a reading from the book of Genesis, the 2" chapter.

On the day the LorD God made earth and sky, the LorD God formed the
human from the topsoil of the fertile land and blew life’s breath into his
nostrils. The human came to life. The LorD God planted a garden in Eden in
the east and put there the human he had formed. In the fertile land, the
LorD God grew every beautiful tree with edible fruit, and also he grew the
tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.

The LorD God took the human and settled him in the garden of Eden to
farm it and to take care of it. The LorRD God commanded the human, “Eat
your fill from all of the garden’s trees; but don’t eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, because on the day you eat from it, you will
die!”

This is holy Wisdom, God’s holy Word.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 Common English Bible
This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to Matthew, chapter 6.
Jesus preached to the crowds on the mountain:

“Be careful that you don't practice your religion in front of people to draw
their attention. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father who is in
heaven.

“Whenever you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that they may get
praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when
you give to the poor, don't let your left hand know what your right hand is
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doing so that you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees what
you do in secret will reward you.

“"When you pray, don't be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see them. I
assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when you pray, go to your
room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is present in that secret
place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you.

“And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They
distort their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that
they have their reward. When you fast, brush your hair and wash your face.
Then you won't look like you are fasting to people, but only to your Father
who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

“Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth and
rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. Instead, collect
treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and
where thieves don’t break in and steal them. Where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”

This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.

MESSAGE: Treasured silence for reflection follows

SOLEMN CONFESSION

INVITATION to the LENTEN DISCIPLINE

People of God, today with the whole church we enter the time of recalling
Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and
for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God,
to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful
rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do
not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I
invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death
and resurrection.

OUR CONFESSION
We confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all our offenses. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. Amen

FORGIVENESS
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free
gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who
raised Christ from the dead dwells in us, pours God’s love into our hearts,
and gives us life and peace. Amen

the CHURCH PRAYS
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs. A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God. Accompany all Christians in this season of
repentance, and renew our faith in the riches of grace you give to us in
baptism. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Heal this earth, O God. Satisfy the needs of every parched place, every
diverse ecosystem, every suffering creature. Though all return to dust, grant
beauty and purpose to each living thing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restore the nations, O God. Let your healing spring up quickly across the
world. Give all in authority the will to loose the bonds of injustice and let any
who are oppressed go free. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless this assembly, O God. Reconcile us to one another and to you.
Strengthen our resolve to fast from evil, open our hands in sharing, and
quicken our prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Deliver your people, O God. Comfort any whose hearts are rent by grief,
uphold any who are sick, bring food to those who hunger, and give housing
to all without shelter. Listen to the prayers of our hearts for our loved ones
in need.... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Hold us forever, O God. We thank you for all who now know their treasure in
heaven, and for Martin Luther and all who on earth proclaimed your
abounding, steadfast love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation. Amen

LORD'S PRAYER

We pray for Christ’s forgiveness, as he taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen

SENDING into MISSION
PRAYER for MISSION
Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Merciful God, accompany our
journey thru these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may
provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Leader and Savior. Amen
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BLESSING
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast us away from your presence,
and do not take your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in us a willing spirit.
Bless us and save us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen
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February 18: Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546

On this day in 1546, Martin Luther died at the age of sixty-two. For a
time, he was an Augustinian monk, but it is his work as a biblical scholar,
translator of the Bible, public confessor of the faith, reformer of the liturgy,
theologian, educator, and father of German vernacular literature that holds
him in our remembrance. In Luther’s own judgment, the greatest of all of his
works was his catechism, written to instruct people in the basics of faith.
And it was his baptism that sustained him in his trials as a reformer.

These words were found written on a slip of paper where he’d died,
Eisleben, the place he was born and baptized: Wir sind Bettler. Das ist wahr.
“We are beggars; this is true.”



